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Jacques d’Ambolse
+HONORED FOR: Fostering a sense of achievement and self-esteem in schoolchildren through the power of dance,
In 1976, while a principal dancer with the New York City B I
(NDI), an organization that has touched the lives of nearly 2 million kids through f
formances. NDI, which works with New York City-area p
country, is internaticnally recognized as a model for integrating arts education into everyc
+HOW AND WHY HE GOT STARTED: D'Amboise, WII(‘ e In a rough section (\11 New ‘rculr City, started
attending his sister's dance at age 7 because his mother -a-,u'ncr_l to keep him off the streets. Rec
talent, the young boy's teacher referred him, at age 8, to George Balanchine's School of Amer
time he was |5, d'/Amboise was a professior
European tour, d'Amboise realized how dramatically dance had shap
dreams in my community,”

let, d'Amboise founded the MNa

ool dance

artner schools and trains teaching artists from arc

n Ballet; by the

dancer. After returning to his old neighborhood following a

ed him. “Ther ambitions or

Were no

he says. "It seemed like such a small world, a world without sunlight.” Then he had an
idea: Maybe dance could help others too. Says d' f\"ll[}ﬂlkL “I went to city %rl'.o(\l"\ and asked, "Would anybody like
free dance lessons? The condition was that the ses had to be pa o
place of learning, arts should be as important as math and social studies—not releg g
comner after school.” D'Amboise paid the costs himself until he learned he could form a nonprofit org
+HIS GREATEST REWARD: Witnessing the transformation of a child, D'Amboise recalls one
seemed a lost cause; the boy was disengaged and refused to interact with his classmates. D'As
into joining a few dance exercses, then returned a yea =r to find the boy still in the program.
dancing like a dream,” he says. “He was talking; h les had rebounded. We had given
at something, and because oi' his success in a I|lt'm fi"ll"(;t_“ (_|il‘>'5 he was no longer :

art of the regular curr

d to something

boise coaxed him

gion. Il goes b:cl» to our bn

drives at its partner \.(hoola to fight poverty, malr 1utr| on, md disease in rho
kids should not have to struggle,” says d'’Amboise. '
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