
Music, universal bridge

Language was not a barrier against understanding for a group of 
20 New York City and Mexico City public school students during 
their first meeting last week, in a rehearsal for a dance program 
inspired by Mexican culture.

The only somewhat formal moment took place at the beginning, 
when the children from both groups stood in a circle to say their 
names and schools. The visitors put their English to the test, while 
the New Yorkers tried their rudimentary Spanish.

After overcoming this first step, the children dived into practicing 
the choreography for Volando a México (Flying to Mexico), the 
performance they will present this weekend in Manhattan to 
culminate two years of work with the National Dance Institute, of 
New York, and the organization ConArte, from Mexico.

The program has a “very modern remix” of “the original of the U.S. 
and the original of Mexico” said Juan de Dios Farrera, an elementary 
school teacher who is part of the group of visitors from Mexico 
and who was an observer during the rehearsal. The choreography 
includes hip hop, salsa, and folkloric dance movements. The New 
York City-based movement is close to a Broadway style, with tap 
dance.

Meanwhile, several of the students, with the audacity of youth, 
looked for a way to initiate dialogue with their peers. One of the 
visitors from Mexico, a vivacious girl named Alexia, made a gesture 
to one of the New York girls to come closer. The two communicated 
with signs and signals until Alexia got the information she was 
looking for—the name of her counterpart. “Her name is Allison,” she 
said with satisfaction.

The student proceeded to share her philosophy about the study of 
dance. “You have to feel the music when you dance,” she instructed. 
She has learned this secret through her experience, and also from 
her dad. “He gave me the advice that I just gave you,” she explained 
during a brief break.

In another corner, Manuel, Samanta and Yuritizi, three other visitors 
from Mexico, debated the fine points of the dance instructions. And 
when the teachers permitted the first break, all of the students sat 
on the floor to tell jokes. 

Volando a México (Flying to Mexico) will be presented this 
Saturday, June 21, Sunday June 22, and Monday June 23 in 
LaGuardia High School, 65th Street and Amsterdam Avenue, 
Manhattan. Tickets $12-15. Telephone (212)352-3101.

Although the students of this program have learned dance—and 
the institution that sponsors it was founded by Jacques d’Amboise, 
a star of New York’s ballet world—the goal is not to create 
ballerinas, notes Ellen Weinstein, Artistic Director of National 
Dance Institute. What they look to do, Ms. Weinstein says, is to help 
students ““become the choreographers of their lives.”.” 
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