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Wanted: Hundreds of Dancers

MUST LOVE KIDS AND TEACHING.
Professional performance experience & plus.
Full and part-time schadules available,

MNEVER BEFORE ls: ihwre been such aswell of suppon
for ddareee in the ¢ itv's sehals, s Joom Finbelstein,
director of duee programs for the Kew York City Public
Schooly A recent skate mandale requires all New Yok
[mimany anil TN LppecT grale sclsools ta prawiche cance
o thesr duideiats, Mavos Michoc! Bloomberz and Sehool
Clhameellor Jucl Kleln have side the s a |'.'r'.||.'|'||'||n af
iheir |F'LII| Hin radse Mew York Cit's schiool standasds aned
expeciziions. Finkelsein was hioed i June 2004 b
Pz} s the ereatian of 3 standanlsbaced, ngomous
Apiprime I b Beactii g danioe o the |:-||||!i.1 sehisods Hus
woiald il stiadents bo debve de |'||:| iriba B it Boawn
and -.Iml:; il '".'\i|l1L'll|i.I":|, jiast as Uhey doowith odher
subjeets like wiath ot Englisle The resulting plan s
ducumented in g TIbpage handbook, Birehrra for
Teaching and Leanning in the Arts, pushlished Lt June
"1 stam are aligned,” wra Finkelstein, “We have
suppart, Banding. 3 blueprnl Ifwe can't launch this

no, W pever will”
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IF all goes well, ene g challengs may be Goding
eniigh dembed and tramed dance beaelem o med
demuands of the nation’s bigest public schaol smtem,
e city curnendly has 1400 public schoals snd only 350
vedified dance fescher III_"IIIII[. o Bl i [ EC [
tessionill damvcen whse aren'l contifed i tesch mthe
schools @ artsbenenmsidonce,

Ihl.' -P|I1|Ili|I:II.I'| [I‘.III e Ilt'i- Lily] EI Hr Iln,'.ll -||.|.l||_|, LR SRR
nity in sevesal wave The et crestiad the Hliearinl
miclinded Ballcl |'||'.-|ul|h: o arfistie director [na Ramares;
Masha ThomasSchmilt, divector of at-in-cdvcition aul
corrumunily oulresch for The H—I:-{. Sctieal: Marmu
| s, abrecion of the Martha Gorlign Skl
of Camtemparany Dasce; ps well o pubilic sclical
eupuerbs aind inversity dance etucators. Sone of the
b’ danee o nnpEies v q'.r:nw:rni |:-rn|'|*-|.».in|||.'|
1il.".'|.'5|r|l| il s [ar |1|.|h!|; schoo] dance teachers.

But et communily’s bigges? ongoing conbrilattion mey
b Mg '||r|:¢-v|.-u.in1|.|| ibmeens wilhionst educition



Wanted: Dancers

gives principak chomimg o dance peo-
gram for their scheols & way of ssessing
whiat a grod onc shieald bave. That's
really vsehal snee oot of them ase
unbamilasr with the deopline.”
The Matioial Dance Iotifule,
larmetecdl i 1976 By Jooguacs
[ Amboise, prenddes different levels of
training based on & master asd appici-
tice model. It begins with o wosweck
intensive held in a public scheal.
Albedees wilness expetienced beaclwen
working with a rew group of Hids from fint clas to final
preseritadicn
T ey sow il all,” sns Wednsteln, “Hxduding luw i
imeesct with the principal and work with the custodial
staff. They begin by observing. then parbcipate as if they
were ot af e ki, amd fmally teacly witls assistance”
NN teachers blearn b glve thedr voumg shadetis con-
stant and cnibcal feedback. "Dunng a class they should
comaial o I:JI:II L'IJIJII,- BITE H-"It':irl.'ll.\.'ll.l. {."'".' Urﬂl.i.'
1 hardest things for new feachers by leam b onessy, she
adds. “They want to sov eversthing looks great. But,
5 when if docun’s, they mist s, That wasn't right bt
¥ we'll help vou get it Lets do it again, ™
MY abo trains danee beahiers in clastonm Tiage-
msctl bechiugues — stralegios b gel dancens wilh differcil
asmdiridy el tratning sid bevels of dnberest bo pantibopabe.
g lnstnsctors wse games bo get e kids ciught up in what
B they're doing. "W look B leachens with @ pedonnance
backproumd” s Welnsteln, “They ko whal i ke to
tehiearse and prepare a work— bt they slss Lisow how 1o
£ crigave an asdiesice, wleich s whiat yens b bo do ey
i iy with kids. Youi have b shand om vensr head b gt
et sivolvel, sommetaimes”
rliddlmlHJ IJJIIL'I' WAL ITi=1po I|1|j '-"|III'.'JHIE.IF_\ hl:lkL"d
b & sppecific teclomgue aten'l very sl in his setbing.
"W teach teachers to we the glohal langiase of
% danoe,” sy Ado Biddle wlse bt Ballet Hispsinico
daiscers o vk in the publie schoak, Wonk like
¥ “leap,” rather than “jebt” o cample. Aawl insead
E of replicating a regnlar technique cliss with, wy, head
:i:_ ol b5 i salations, Bididbe has the |l.'.l.'|l:ilIE sty give
§ a warmeup that works major musele groups and geb
E ks immediately involved
Then there are the mone nnmcdane considerations
Bidlle pives teacling st 5 checklist for asesns the
i dance space and making sume it sidfe— for the kids and
themushves, “Teaching atists —cipeeially when thevie
E priessional perormcs—dhonld demomtrale oveny-
E thing full-out” says Biddle. “They hane to model what
Eleey want the kids b do,”
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BS. 65 second grade siudans
o Kathlpspen Bnpine.

For elfechive clasieoom mamige-
ment, Biddle stresses the impartasee of
leamming children’s names quickly, “If
its a thort residency, | insast om
nametags,” she svs "1 even bring seme
alomg, just i cases There's nothing that
geba kid's attenbon gquiscker than using
his ar her name” Sl also | sugees-
tons oi how b imake e clasmoom
teachen their allics. I they're bebimd
o, |E hetps coommously” dhe sayvs,

Indeedd, spanie benching astisk pro-
graims invalve the classmoon teacher mare than others
The 92nd Strcet Y Educational Oulresch T"‘mgrulll
Inimes anil instis professional petlormecss to foch o pul-
I schionnds, The model uses lobs of pece pastnering —
senior beacling artishs belp bram new ones and elas-
pooin leachen and dance tcachens work as @ clme-knit
teitr. “Whien the feaching arfivs go intes the chnstnoem,
they kaow they are pol alome,” savs Misty Pereir,
pragravn disector, The regular icachers asist with
clazsroom managemend and help the artists create
lessom plans that are age-apprapnate. “When the
feaching artists pastoer well with e classsoom feacher,
vail have a really sieedig leaming eovieanment bor the
ehild.” she s,

A phoce of choreugraphy i ol the conler of eveiy
Linealn Center Institinte paihlic schoal ibines worlshop,
explinng feaching artisd Heide Miller. Teaching artisks
work with e clivaioom lachets b decide what ispect
ol the wotl bo focis o, For g Meree Cuabghasy
phoce, for example, they might study abstract Frmms and
1J|.r|.u_1 Ten buath teaclics llnrlup laani |||.n|:|| bursand
e the elimen themie, The Sldeen atbend § petfon.
atiee of the work they're sludvig. “When they see it
petfacnsmd [, they lene a very peisonal commectis b
il” saiys Ml "Thaey hunve thouaglsl decply dbodit il aind
gol to iy il an”

Mol M ddea i b o the lives of pablic
schos! liildeen, tee plan & i ramps g i aba Bkely o
proviile Mew York City's papuilalion of dbmicers with a
nece albernative ba the standamd part-fine glgs of waibing
Bables o ielenarketing,

“M's v alisfyaneg,” savs base “Yois gel b pass on
somiething priceles o kids who might net sthersise
cacenmdet 6. Joist last week, 1 1ah] my ﬂ::ulnl::;rulli.'l'.-.

T sy nod liave @ Simey e and [obs of money, Bt
whien [ see you do a Limdn combimtion the way vou
jusst danead that one, | dor'tl need digavonds, You arc
nn bilimg-hlina’ " =
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them ivalved, somctimes,”

Trachitional danee warm-upe and vocabilany Baked
by a specific eclmmgue aren't voiy dscful i thas setting
“We teach teachers to we the glehal langimge of
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daseery foa vk i the puldic schooks, Weanlds |ike
|3 “leap,” rather than “jebé”™ bor ocample. And instead
& of replicating a regnlar technique class with, sy, head
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§ a warmeup that works major musele groups and gets
E lads immediately involved
Then there are the moere nndane conadenations,
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vy want tee kids bo do,”
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Far elfeclive clasiamom manige-
mienk, Biddle stresses the impartanee of
leamming children’s names guickly. "I
its & shorl resicdency, | st om
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Limealn Center Insttinte priblic schoal ikinee werkshop,
explans feaching atis? Heik Miller. Teachmg artiss
wark withi the clivsom teachets b decile what aspec
of the wotk o focus o, For g Merce Cunntogham
pioce, for example, they might study abstract Fomms and
shiapcs. Then buth teadcn develop loson plain basad
an the dlimen theme. The Seilsheen attend a petionn-
ance of the work they're sludving. “When they sce il
petfocmeeld [, they lene a very pesonal comsecbio 0
il,” says Millc. “They huve thouglil decphy aboid il and
gol to try il on”

[hiuigh W ddca i b iompo G lives of public
schoo] ehildeen, tee plan s il ramps uig s wbao Rkely bo
provude Mew Yook Ciy's papulation of daeneers with a
nioe allernative bo the standand part-time glgs of waiting
tables o telenarketing,

“'s s sabiafvang,” savs Daac. “Yois gel bo pass on
somicthing pricelos (o kids who might net othersise
cnconsdor B Just last week, Dieh] my seconal grasers,

T oy it have an Sancy corand lobs of money. Bud
whien | see you do g Limdn combinstion the way yon)
just danesd that o, | don'l necd diamonds, You are
oy Bilig-hlise” " F

baiaed Wiewds &0 o frevlanoe witier i Brookfyr, Mew York



