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A MESSAGE FROM  
OUR CHAIR
Dear Friends,

Welcome to National Dance Institute’s 46th Annual Gala! 
What an immense joy it is to again celebrate in person. There 
is a charged energy now that we are physically back together 
in support and appreciation of the marvel that is NDI. Its work 
and impact have never been more important than they are 
today, as the world’s children face unprecedented challenges. 
The unique and inclusive arts education NDI provides to 

students of all backgrounds and abilities empowers them with self-confidence. It unearths their 
potential to be creative, collaborative, empathetic, and engaged citizens of the world.

This past year has been one of many transitions at NDI. The loss of our beloved Jacques 
d’Amboise is certainly the most difficult. While we continue to grieve, NDI remains fully committed 
to the mission Jacques championed for more than four decades and to being part of his enduring 
legacy. We will forever be guided by his spirit and will endeavor to make him proud as we nurture 
the limitless potential of our children.

Navigating through this year would not have been possible without the dedication and 
passion of our extraordinary artistic and administrative staff. Ellen Weinstein, recently named 
Artistic Director Emerita and one of tonight’s worthy honorees, was an unstoppable engine 
keeping NDI moving forward. We welcomed our extremely gifted Kay Gayner into her new 
role as Artistic Director, and the incredible Juan José Escalante as our new Executive Director. 
In the few months since they assumed their positions, their commitment, leadership, and vision 
have been most impressive. We are in the right hands to move us into the future.

In addition to Ellen, I congratulate our other stellar Honorees this evening — ADP for its 
remarkable generosity and belief in our work, and the spectacularly talented and award-
winning Brian Stokes Mitchell, for lending his passionate and influential voice to the essential 
mission of arts education for children.  

On behalf of the NDI Board of Directors, our staff, and every child and family we will serve 
this year and beyond, I thank you for your support. NDI’s future is bright because of you. 
Enjoy this wonderful evening!

With heartfelt gratitude,

Marc S. Solomon 
Chair, Board of Directors, National Dance Institute



6           6           5           

Ellen Weinstein

Ellen Weinstein, NDI Artistic Director Emerita, 
began teaching and choreographing for National 
Dance Institute in 1986 and served as Artistic 
Director from 1995 to 2021.

During her tenure, she guided NDI to consistently 
deliver excellence in the arts and built upon 
Jacques d’Amboise’s mission to offer every child 
access to free participatory dance and music 
classes. She expanded NDI’s In-School Program, 
which currently serves over 6,000 children in 
New York City public schools, as well as the 
Associates of National Dance Institute (ANDI), 
a collective of arts education programs across 
the country that utilize NDI’s pedagogy. There 
are currently 12 programs thriving in the United 
States that together serve more than 30,000 
children annually.

Ms. Weinstein conceived and developed the 
NDI Collaborative for Teaching & Learning, a 
long-term strategic initiative of NDI to spread 
its pedagogy and teach more children, offering 
intensive professional development to dance 
and music teachers and dance education 
organizations. She also created NDI’s Artist-
in-Residence program to give children the 

opportunity to work directly with celebrated 
artists and professionals in different genres 
of dance. The program, specifically for artists 
of color, enables emerging artists as well as 
established choreographers to hone their craft 
and showcase their work.

To further support NDI’s mission to ensure that 
all children have access to quality arts educa-
tion, Ms. Weinstein developed a new area of 
programming during the pandemic to provide 
ways to participate in classes online. The free 
interactive online platform, ndiLIVE!, now has 
more than 100 classes taught by NDI teach-
ing artists/choreographers and musicians for 
children to enjoy the exuberance and magic 
of NDI wherever they are. The content is also 
being used in original programming by educa-
tion organizations across the country, including 
PBS/WNET.

Ms. Weinstein has taught and choreographed 
in major cities throughout the U.S. She traveled 
to Moscow as a consultant for NDI’s artistic ex-
change with the Soviet Union and has taught in 
India, France, Lebanon, and Israel. In 2010, she 
led an NDI delegation to Shanghai to collabo-
rate with renowned choreographer Dou Dou 
Huang and the Shanghai Children’s Palace. Her 
choreography has been performed at venues in-
cluding The Kennedy Center, Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center and the 
White House.

Prior to joining NDI, Ms. Weinstein danced pro-
fessionally with the Savannah Ballet, the Garden 
State Ballet, Joan Miller’s Dance Players, The 
Kevin Wynn Collection, and several contempo-
rary dance companies. Ms. Weinstein served as 
an adjunct professor in process pedagogy at the 
State University of New York at New Paltz.  She 
received a BFA in Dance from SUNY Purchase.

OUR HONOREESA MESSAGE FROM  
OUR ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

Welcome to NDI’s 46th Annual Gala, A Beautiful Mosaic. 
We are overjoyed to be sharing this momentous occasion with 
you—saluting the brilliant leadership of ADP, celebrating the 
humanity and artistry of Brian Stokes Mitchell, and honoring 
our glorious Ellen Weinstein, who, with our dear founder 
Jacques d’Amboise, has given us the gift of NDI.  

So many transitions, so many changes! What a world we live in 
and what a time. Words can hardly address the magnitude of 
world events, the urgent need for healing and community, and the 
necessity of finding a new way to create sense and meaning in it 
all. Mere words may not, but the arts certainly can. 

NDI is back to in-person learning in 39 partner schools in New York City, rehearsing 
NDI Advanced Teams at the NDI Center, and training exceptional teaching artists and 
educators across the globe in the NDI Method through our Collaborative for Teaching & 
Learning. As a testament to your remarkable support, the organization continues to lead 
and thrive, and for that, we are forever thankful.  

At NDI, we use the arts to find the beauty in each individual and community, and use the 
combined heartbeat of music, dance and visual arts to connect us into a bigger, beautiful 
whole. Our children, teaching artists, magnificent administrative and program staff, 
principals, classroom teachers, and families are the pieces of our beautiful mosaic, and NDI 
is the glue. We aspire to give children the skills to build any life they imagine. 

May you all feel treasured and uplifted tonight, by the children of NDI and our 
extraordinary list of honorees. We are humbled, grateful, and proud to be back in person! 
With you.

With gratitude,

  

Kay Gayner     Juan José Escalante 
Artistic Director    Executive Director
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Brian Stokes Mitchell
Dubbed “the last leading man” by The New 
York Times, two-time Tony Award winner Brian 
Stokes Mitchell has enjoyed a career that spans 
Broadway, television, film, and concert appear-
ances with the country’s finest conductors and 
orchestras. 

He received Tony, Drama Desk, and Outer 
Critics Circle awards for his star turn in Kiss Me, 
Kate. He also gave Tony-nominated perfor-
mances in Man of La Mancha, August Wilson’s 
King Hedley II, and Ragtime. Other notable 
Broadway shows include Kiss of the Spider 
Woman, Jelly’s Last Jam, Women on the Verge 
of a Nervous Breakdown and Shuffle Along. In 
2016 he was awarded his second Tony Award, 
the prestigious Isabelle Stevenson Tony, for 
his charitable work with The Actors Fund. That 
same year Stokes was inducted into the Theatre 
Hall of Fame.

An extremely versatile and in-demand singer, 
Stokes has performed at venues spanning jazz, 
opera, pops, country, and musical theater 
worlds. He has worked with John Williams, 
Marvin Hamlisch, Gustavo Dudamel, Keith 
Lockhart, Michael Tilson Thomas, the Smithson-
ian Jazz Masterworks Big Band, the Mormon 
Tabernacle choir, and the Muppets. Stokes has 

made multiple appearances at Carnegie Hall 
beginning with his debut with the San Francisco 
Symphony through his televised performance 
in South Pacific opposite Reba McEntire to 
his sold-out solo concert, which he continues 
to perform throughout the U.S. He has been 
invited twice to perform at the White House 
(both times aired on PBS’s Great Performances) 
and has performed multiple times for Presidents 
Clinton and Obama.

Stokes has delved deeply into various music 
disciplines. In addition to singing, he began 
piano studies at the age of 6. A self-professed 
autodidact, his musical curiosity led him to 
teach himself composing, arranging and 
orchestration, starting in his teens. He later 
studied film scoring, orchestration, and con-
ducting both privately and through UCLA and 
subsequently scored and conducted a number 
of Trapper John, MD episodes, a series on 
which he was also a regular cast member. His 
musical talent has extended to the present day 
as producer, arranger, and orchestrator on his 
three solo albums, including recording Simply 
Broadway and his latest recording Plays with 
Music. Stokes has appeared on more than 20 
albums.

His extensive screen credits began with a guest 
starring role on Roots: The Next Generations, 
followed by a 7-year stint on Trapper John, 
MD and have continued with memorable 
appearances on everything from PBS’ Great 
Performances to The Fresh Prince, Frasier, Glee, 
Jumping the Broom and his most recent recur-
ring roles on Madam Secretary, Mr. Robot, 
The Path, Billions, and The Good Fight. Other 
recent TV appearances include The Blacklist, 
Elementary, and Bull. As a voice-over artist he 
has played dozens of characters on animated 
TV episodes, including performing Through 

Heaven’s Eyes in Dreamwork’s The Prince of 
Egypt.

As a writer Stokes has contributed to the book 
Hirschfeld’s Harlem, wrote the preface to At 
This Theatre, and co-authored the children’s 
book Lights on Broadway.

For fun he has been known to fly planes and 
jump out of them (usually not at the same time), 
and he can ride a bicycle on a high wire.

Stokes has enjoyed working with numerous 
charitable organizations from the March of 
Dimes to the USO. He is on the board of Ameri-
cans for the Arts and is serving his 14th term as 
Chairman of the Board of the Actors Fund.

You can see more credits and information at: 
IMDb, Broadway Database, Broadway World, 
Wikipedia, and brianstokes.com.

ADP
ADP is a comprehensive global provider of 
cloud-based human capital management (HCM) 
solutions that unite HR, payroll, talent, time, tax 
and benefits administration, as well as a leader 
in business outsourcing services, analytics and 
compliance expertise. Serving over 920,000 
clients in 140 countries from small business to 
global enterprise, ADP has the experience and 
scale to address critical workforce needs and 
shape the changing world of work.

ADP embraces its role in giving back to and 
generating a lasting, positive impact upon the 
communities in which its associates and clients 
work and live. Corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) is a core principle within ADP’s values, 
and it encompasses everything from corporate 
governance, ethics and environmental steward-
ship to diversity, philanthropy and promoting 
employee success around the world.

ADP constantly strives to embed socially respon-
sible principles and practices into everything they 
do. ADP remains optimistic about the future and 
committed to making positive contributions that 
will benefit the world today and for generations to 
come.
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AUCTIONEER
CK SWETT

CK Swett, formerly of Christie’s and 
Phillips auction houses, first partnered with 
National Dance Institute in 2013 and has 
been an ardent supporter of our work ever 
since. His charity auctioneering efforts 
over the last twelve years have yielded 
more than $100 million; in addition to 
NDI he has led the fundraising for the The 
Joyce Theater, Harlem Dance Theater, 
Dancing Classrooms, and Groove With 
Me, among many many others. When he 
is not convincing bidders to raise their 
paddles just one last time, he is often found 
Wordle-ing, playing chess on his phone, 
or singing enthusiastically off-key.

NDI Auction Conditions of Sale

1. All purchases are final and must be paid for 
on the night of the auction. No exchanges or 
refunds will be allowed. All items purchased 
become the property of the successful bidder 
upon checkout.

2. National Dance Institute reserves the right to 
add or withdraw items from the auction without 
notice. No statement made in this catalog or 
orally at the auction or elsewhere shall be 
deemed as a warranty, representation or as-
sumption of liability.

3. All listed item values are furnished by the 
donors, and National Dance Institute is not 
responsible for the accuracy of the figures.

4. Unless otherwise specified, transportation 
is not included in trip packages, and gratuity, 
taxes and liquor are not included in restaurant 
packages.

5. Unless otherwise specified, all auction items 
must be redeemed within one year of April 11, 

2022; dates and times are to be arranged at the 
mutual convenience of donor and buyer.

6. National Dance Institute is not responsible for 
any vendor/store that may cease operations 
after the auction date.

7. National Dance Institute is not responsible for 
any lost gift certificates after the auction.

Disclaimers
AUCTION PAYMENTS MAY QUALIFY AS CHARITABLE CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO THE EXTENT THAT THE PAYMENT EXCEEDS THE VALUE, 
AND PORTIONS THEREOF MAY BE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE TO THE EXTENT 
PROVIDED BY LAW.

NATIONAL DANCE INSTITUTE MAKES NO WARRANTIES OR REPRE-
SENTATIONS OF ANY KIND AS TO THE QUALITY OR THE VALUE OF 
ITEMS OR SERVICES AUCTIONED. DESCRIPTIONS OF ITEMS HAVE 
BEEN MADE WITH EVERY REASONABLE EFFORT TO BE ACCURATE, 
BUT ALL ITEMS ARE SOLD “WHERE IS” AND “AS IS” AND WITHOUT 
WARRANTY OR REPRESENTATION OF ANY KIND AS TO THE COR-
RECTNESS OF DESCRIPTION, GENUINENESS, AUTHENTICITY, CON-
DITION, OR QUALITY, FITNESS OR VALUE FOR ANY PURPOSE.

BY PARTICIPATING IN THIS AUCTION, EACH BIDDER RECOGNIZES 
AND AGREES THAT NEITHER NATIONAL DANCE INSTITUTE, NOR 
ANYONE WHO ASSISTS IN THE CONDUCT OF THIS AUCTION SHALL 
BE LIABLE FOR ANY OCCURRENCE RESULTING FROM THE USE OF 
AUCTIONED ITEMS OR SERVICES.

To view and bid on Silent Auction items scan the QR code with your phone.

$25,000 ADOPT A SCHOOL  
For over 45 years, NDI has been a steadfast partner of New York 
City public schools. Your generosity will help bring our joyful and 
engaging arts and learning programs to an entire grade of children 
for a full year.

$10,000 ADOPT A CLASS  
NDI is currently in over 230 classrooms in schools across Brooklyn, 
Queens, Manhattan, and the Bronx. Your support will make it 
possible for an entire class to experience the transformative power 
and collaborative spirit of the arts for a full year.

$5,000 MAKE A DREAM COME TRUE  
At NDI, we believe that every child is a dancer. Your involvement 
will help children with disabilities to experience the thrill of the 
arts through dance, live music, and performance.

$2,500 KEEP THE MUSIC PLAYING  
Live music is integral to all of NDI’s arts education programs. Your 
donation will ensure that NDI musicians and their music fill not 
only our classrooms, but the lives of our young dancers as well.

$1,000 SPONSOR A DANCER  
NDI is reaching thousands of school children from all corners of 
the nation’s largest public school system with our rigorous and 
participatory arts and learning programs. Your contribution will 
help ensure that each and every one of these dancers has the 
opportunity to experience the joy and power of the arts in  
their lives.

STARCHILD PROGRAM 
Help our children reach for the stars! National Dance Institute’s arts education programs 
transform the lives of thousands of New York City public school children and their families 
each year. With your support of our StarChild Program, we will be able to bring the magic 
and joy of the arts to even more children.



12           12           11           

ABOUT NATIONAL DANCE INSTITUTE

At National Dance Institute (NDI), we believe the 
arts have a unique power to engage all children 
and motivate them toward excellence. 

Through our award-winning arts education 
programs, we serve children of diverse back-
grounds, abilities, and socio-economic positions 
— transcending systemic barriers and expanding 
opportunities for all children to become their best. 
Our professional teaching artists foster in students 
a love of dance and music, a curiosity about the 
world, and a desire to achieve. These dedicated 
teachers help our young dancers learn to work 
together as they develop persistence, empathy, 
and confidence to support their success in school 
and in life. 

Since our founding in 1976 by New York City Ballet 
principal dancer Jacques d’Amboise, NDI has em-
powered the lives of more than two million children. 
Now under the artistic direction of Kay Gayner, NDI 
has developed a unique, proven teaching methodol-
ogy that uses dance and music to improve children’s 
critical thinking, develop their global perspective, 
and hone their social-emotional, communication, 
and collaboration skills. 

NDI fulfills our mission by offering our core 
programs to all children free of charge. We 
consistently maintained operations throughout the 
last two years, offering live, synchronous classes, 
recorded videos, and virtual performances to 
our local partner schools and to communities 
throughout the country. In the fall of 2021, NDI 
teaching artists returned to in-person teaching 
in public schools throughout New York City. Our 
inclusive In-School Program ensures success 
for every child. Our Advanced Programs give 
our most motivated children the opportunity to 
deepen their dance and music study by joining 
our SWAT (Scholarships for the Willing, Achieving 
and Talented) Team or Celebration Team, and by 
attending the Irene Diamond Summer Insti-
tute. The NDI DREAM Project (Dancers Realize 
Excellence through Arts and Movement) is our 
inclusive dance program providing children with 

and without disabilities the opportunity to perform 
together. Videos in our DREAM Project@Home 
and ndiLIVE! on YouTube series bring on-
demand dance and music classes to the public via 
social media and allow children everywhere to 
experience the joy and magic of NDI programs 
free of charge. 

NDI disseminates our acclaimed teaching method 
through the NDI Collaborative for Teaching & 
Learning, a professional development program for 
teaching artists, dance educators, musicians, and or-
ganizations worldwide. Every year, professional art-
ists and educators from around the globe participate 
in our trainings and emerge from this transformative 
experience with an advanced set of teaching tools 
and a deepened understanding of the power of the 
arts in education. 

Throughout our history, NDI has seeded pro-
grams both nationally and internationally. There 
are currently 12 Associates of National 
Dance Institute (ANDI) thriving in the United 
States that utilize the NDI Method to serve 
over 30,000 children every year. Internation-
ally, NDI has been working in Shanghai, China 
and in Beirut, Lebanon to train teachers in NDI’s 
groundbreaking methodology and to promote the 
social development of children, helping them gain 
confidence through the study of dance, the arts, 
and international collaboration. These Interna-
tional Programs have served more than 8,000 
children annually. 

In the fall of 2011, NDI opened the doors to our 
permanent home—the National Dance Insti-
tute Center for Learning & the Arts located 
at 217 West 147th Street in Harlem. The NDI 
Center is home to three dance studios, two art 
galleries, green rooms, administrative offices, and 
the Howard Gilman Performance Space, which 
has seating for 175 and is used for NDI classes, 
rehearsals, performances, and events. The NDI 
Center has become a beacon for children, teach-
ers, and artists in our local Harlem community, 
throughout New York City, and worldwide.

2021-2022 PARTNER SCHOOLS

MANHATTAN

PS 1M 
partner since 1985 
8 Henry Street

PS 2M 
partner since 1985 
122 Henry Street

PS 6M 
partner since 2013   
45 East 81st Street

PS 7M 
partner since 2013   
160 East 120th Street

PS 20M 
partner since 2009 
166 Essex Street

PS 33M/Chelsea 
Prep 
partner since 2006 
281 9th Avenue

PS 40M 
partner 1979–1998;  
2005–present 
320 East 20th Street

PS 41M/Greenwich 
Village School 
partner since 2006 
116 West 11th Street

PS 87M 
partner since 2011 
160 West 78th Street

PS 110M 
partner since 2009   
285 Delancey Street

PS 116M 
partner since 2021 
210 East 33rd Street

PS MS 123M/ 
Mahalia Jackson 
partner since 2011 
301 West 140th Street

PS 124M 
partner since 1985 
40 Division Street

PS 126/MAT 
partner 2000-2010; 
2019-present 
80 Catherine Street

PS 130M 
partner since 1985 
143 Baxter Street

PS/MS 161M 
partner since 2011 
499 West 133rd Street

PS 163M 
partner since 2005 
163 West 97th Street

PS 183M 
partner since 1991 
419 E 66th Street

PS 184M/Shuang 
Wen 
partner 2006–2010; 
2021–present 
327 Cherry Street

PS 185M/The 
Locke School
partner since 2021 
20 West 112th Street

PS 189M
partner since 1984 
2850 Amsterdam 
Avenue

PS 199M
partner since 1997 
270 West 70th Street

PS/IS 217M 
Roosevelt Island
partner since 2021 
645 Main Street

IS 223/Mott Hall 
partner since 1984 
71-111 Convent Avenue

PS 234M
partner since 2007 
292 Greenwich Street

PS 290/MNS
partner since 1996 
311 East 82nd Street

PS 397M/Spruce 
Street
partner since 2013 
12 Spruce Street

PS 452M 
partner since 2010 
210 W 61st street

PS 859M/Special 
Music School
partner since 2006 
129 West 67th Street

Hunter College 
Elementary School  
partner 1981–1984;  
1997–present 
71 East 94th Street

_______

BRONX

PS 51X/Bronx 
STEM & Arts 
Academy  
partner since 2015 
695 East 182nd Street

PS 105X
partner since 2003 
725 Brady Avenue

MS 302X
partner since 2015  
681 Kelly Street

_______

BROOKLYN

PS 10K 
partner since 2012 
511 7th Avenue

PS 107K
partner since 2022 
1301 8th Avenue

PS 169K/ 
Sunset Park School  
partner since 2016  
4305 7th Avenue

PS 235K/ 
Janice Marie 
Knight 
partner since 1998 
525 Lenox Road

PS 261K
partner since 2022 
314 Pacific Street

_______

QUEENS

PS 45Q 
partner since 2012 
126-28 150th Street
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HELEN STAMBLER NEUBERGER  
ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE

EARL MOSLEY

National Dance Institute’s Artist-in-Residence program is made possible with the support 
of Helen Stambler Neuberger and Jim Neuberger.

The Helen Stambler 
Neuberger Artist-in-
Residence program is 
a one-year residency 
designed to support 
the creative process of 
an artist of color and 
is designed to cultivate 
racially diverse artistry 
throughout NDI’s 
programming.  The 
position offers artists 
an opportunity to 
develop their craft 
while working with 
elementary and middle 
school students.

Fredrick Earl Mosley 
is Founder and Artistic 
Director of Earl Mosley’s Diversity of Dance 
(EMDOD), whose programs include Earl 
Mosley’s Institute of the Arts (EMIA,) a 
residential summer institute held at Hofstra 
University in Hempstead, Long Island; 
Hearts of Men (HoM,) a program which 
is designed to use dance to empower and 
cultivate a safe space where men of all 
ages can bond in a community of brotherly 
love; and Dancing Beyond, a benefit for the 
American Cancer Society. 

A part of EMDOD’s mission is to build 
a community of dance that enables 
each student to connect both technically 
and spiritually with their own art and 
individuality; one where they can feel 
safe and courageous to learn and grow 
in preparation for the challenges that lie 

ahead for them in the 
world of dance and 
life. Participants in 
EMDOD collaborate 
with their peers as they 
learn from one another 
and their teachers/
artists in programs that 
model mutual respect 
and celebrate diversity.

Mr. Mosley has 
performed with 
renowned dance 
organizations and 
taught at many 
notable conservatories 
and higher learning 
institutions such as 
Alvin Ailey American 

Dance Theater, The Joffrey Ballet Trainee 
Program, and American Ballet Theatre 
Studio Company. 

He first worked with the children of NDI 
in June 2021, choreographing a dance to 
“This Is Me” from The Greatest Showman 
for the Dance Against Cancer benefit 
at Lincoln Center. The children danced 
alongside Kevin Boseman, Erica Lall, Clifton 
Brown, Jacquelin Harris and many others.

Mr. Mosley will be working with NDI 
dancers and Teaching Artists throughout 
the year, setting choreography on NDI 
Advanced Teams, leading NDI Collaborative 
workshops, and connecting with the NDI 
families, audiences, and staff through 
performance and community events.

NDI STAFF

DEVELOPMENT

Michele O’Mara
Chief Advancement 
Officer
 
Brooke Berescik-
Johns
Major Gifts Officer
 
Armelle Kessler
Manager of Individual 
Giving & Special Events
 
Hannah Bailenson
Manager of Institutional 
Giving
___________________

ADMINISTRATION/ 
OPERATIONS

Gail Cruse
Senior Director of
Finance & 
Administration
  
Susan Loeb
Finance Assistant
 
Cherita Griffin
Office Manager
 
Mike Pitsikoulis
Technical & Facilities 
Director
 
Llewellyn Smith
Facilities Maintenance
 
Emily Reid
Assistant to the Artistic 
Director/Special 
Projects Coordinator 
 

MARKETING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS

Jaimie Kelton
Social Media Assistant
___________________

ARTISTIC STAFF
Jerome Korman
Music Director
 
Emily Meisner
Director of NDI 
Collaborative
for Teaching & Learning
 
Bianca Johnson
Rehearsal Director of
Advanced Programs
 
Yakir Ben-Hur
Associate Music 
Director/Media 
Production Manager

Calia Marshall
Equity Advocate
 
Tracy Straus
Artistic Associate
 
Ly Bedaña
Music Associate

Eliana Slurzberg
Marc Solomon Teaching 
Artist Fellow

 

 

PROGRAMS

Aileen Barry
Senior Director of
Education & Outreach
 
Samantha Belth
Director of Advanced 
Programs
 
Sofia Baeta
Program Coordinator of 
NDI Collaborative for 
Teaching & Learning
 
Ariel Fonner
Program Coordinator
 
Carol Lee
Program Assistant & 
P55 Fellow
 
Agnes McConlogue 
Ferro
Co-Director of  
DREAM Project

TEACHER/ 
CHOREOGRAPHERS
Jennifer Aks-Neuman
Kelly Buwalda
Jessi Colón
Andrea Davey-Gislason
Heather Dutton
Arthur Fredric
Dufftin Garcia
Kay Gayner
Abbie Hixson
Bianca Johnson
Jaimie Kelton
Mary Kennedy
Calia Marshall
Johari Mayfield
Ryan McNally
Emily Meisner
Fiona Mills
Kenna Morris-Garcia
Dana Panepinto
Michelle Phillips
Nathalia Raigosa
Angel Reed
Dr. Jenny Seham
Elizabeth Sellner
Eliana Slurzberg
Tracy Straus
Amy Walsh
Ellen Weinstein
Katie Yazbeck 
 
MUSICIANS
Seiko Akita
Antoine Alvear
Adrià Barbosa
Ly Bedaña
Yakir Ben-Hur
Alec Castro
Rob Cookman
Alex Garcia
Micha Gilad
Tim Harrison
Todd Keller
Jerome Korman
Mark Kross
Yaniv Taubenhouse

*in memoriam

Photo courtesy of Earl Mosley’s Diversity of Dance

Jacques d’Amboise* 
Founder

Kay Gayner
Artistic Director

Juan José Escalante 
Executive Director

Ellen Weinstein,  
Artistic Director Emerita 
& Senior Advisor
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Yakir Ben-Hur
Sofia Baeta
Aileen Barry
CCS Fundraising
Lauren Cramer
Misty Copeland
Patty Dugan-Perlmuth
Robert Foley
Keyla Hiciano
Jermaine Jones
Cherita Griffin
Annabella Koen
Jerry Korman

The Late Show with  
Stephen Colbert

Cindy Levine
Gustave Maisonrouge
Calia Marshall
Kathy and Joe Mele
Kenny Mendez
Tanya Michnevich Bracco
Fiona Mills
Alex Muscarella
Meryl Natter
Jim Neuberger
Arnold Penner

Nico Ramirez
Jack Rennert/ 

Posters Please, Inc.
Andrew Rosen
Mark Rosen
Marc S. Solomon
Richard Solomon
Zach Solomon
Tracy Straus and JK Kipnis
Frank Wood
Ziegfeld Ballroom
Mott Hall leadership, 

classroom teachers, and staff 

The Families of our DREAM and Celebration Team Dancers

Special Thanks
To those whose generous participation helped to make this evening a success:

GALA PRODUCTION TEAM
GALA ORCHESTRA

Music Director
Jerome Korman

Drums
Zack O’Farrill

Bass
Yakir Ben-Hur

Keyboards
Jerome Korman
Yakir Ben-Hur
Ly Bedaña

Vocals
Tyneshia Hill
Keeara Powell
Greg Stamper

GALA PRODUCTION TEAM

Event Producers & Gala Office
Ruth Schwartz & Co.

Decor
Zak Events

Production Stage Manager
Andy Bryant

Lighting Designer
Keith Truax

Costume Designer
Lynn Hippen

Stage Hands
Geoff Grimwood
Emily Lafreniere
F. Michael Toperzer IV
Dan Van Why 

Marketing
Alissa Blate/Black Dog Strategies
DJ
Kenny Mendez,  
Kenny B. Jammin DJ Entertainment

GALA LIVESTREAM

Produced by ALL OF US FILMS

Executive Producer,  
Benjamin Ryan Nathan
Director of Live Stream,  
Robert Gregson
Associate Producer,  
Yevgeniya Kats
Technical Director,  
William Cosentino
Assistant Technical Director, 
Joshua Song
Motion Graphics,  
Diego Rotmistrovsky

Graphic Design
Daniella Van Gennep
Photographer
Matt Oner

Dancing in the Street
Choreography by Bianca Johnson
Music: “Papa Was A Rollin’ Stone” by Barrett Strong 

& Norman Whitfield;  “Get Ready” by William 
“Smokey” Robinson; “Dancing in the Street” by 
Marvin Gaye, William “Mickey” Stevenson, & Ivy Jo 
Hunter

Arrangement by Yakir Ben-Hur 
Performed by the Children of NDI 

Emerge
Choreography by Kay Gayner
Music: “Exit Music (For a Film)” by Colin Charles Greenwood, 

Jonathan Richard Guy Greenwood, Edward John 
O’Brien, Philip James Selway, Thomas Edward Yorke

Arrangement by Brad Mehldau
Performed by dancers from the NDI DREAM Project 
 
This Is Me

Choreography by Fredrick Earl Mosley, 
Helen Stambler Neuberger  
Artist-in-Residence

Music by Benj Pasek & Justin Noble Paul
Vocal Arrangement by Tyneshia Hill
Performed by the Children of NDI 
 
Tribute to Jacques d’Amboise 
Directed & Edited by Benjamin Ryan Nathan
 
When The Saints Go Marchin’ In
Choreography by Ellen Weinstein
Music: Traditional
Performed by the Children of NDI 
 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T 
Choreography by Ellen Weinstein

Music: “Respect” by Otis Redding; “Think” by  
Aretha Franklin and Ted White

Arrangement by Jerome Korman
Performed by the Children of NDI

NDI CELEBRATION TEAM
Teagan Arnold
Parker Barnes
Amadeus Belafonte
Shani Ben-Hur
Alise Brown
Beatrice Carmody
Tara Chan
Matthew Clemente
Ysabel Fitzpatrick
Lucy Fung
Michael He
Jackson Jacobs
Lara-Belle Jairam-Narine
Lilou-Rose Jairam-Narine
Joshua Kim
Julianna Kong
Hana Kurian
Aniya Lindo
Jaeda Marte
Zia Mellor
Penelope Merchant
Emma Michel
Aiden Milien
Chrissania Morris
Anaiah Nelson
Sophia Noailles
Hazel Mae Peebles
Damian Riley-Driver
Avery Roberts
Ronin Robles
Walter Russell III
Nola Straub
Theodore Tien
Isaiah Trim
Abigail Valdez
Lila Wojnicki
Sydney Wong

NDI DREAM DANCERS 
Eve Carter
Lara-Belle Jairam-Narine
Damian Riley-Driver
Avery Roberts
Gil Vardi

CAST LISTPERFORMANCE CREDITS
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NATIONAL DANCE INSTITUTE’S  
LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The National Dance Institute Center for Learning & the Arts 

is housed in what is presently called Harlem, New York.  We 

acknowledge the Lenape people, the original stewards of 

the land on which the NDI Center is built.  We offer respect 

to their ancestors, and to the Black ancestors who shaped 

Harlem as we know it today.  Our histories are intertwined. 

We travel along their pathways. 

At NDI, we commit to deepening our organizational 

connections to and support of the Lenape people and the 

Black communities in Harlem through trainings, community 

engagement events, and artist support, among others.

To find out more about the people who first inhabited the 

land on which you live, please visit Native Land at  

https://native-land.ca/.  

Native Land is an app to help map Indigenous territories, 

treaties, and languages.

MAKE A CONTRIBUTION
 

Text the word  
DONATE 

to (646) 736-4571 
or visit nationaldance.org/give

THANK YOU!

nationaldance.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Additional details coming soon!

NDI Dancemobile
May 14, 2022

12:00pm & 1:00pm
Jackie Robinson Park

The Bandshell: Bradhurst Avenue & West 148th Street

Event of the Year: A Beautiful Mosaic
June 18, 2022 at 5:00pm

June 19, 2022 at 2:00pm & 5:00pm
Venue TBD

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
for upcoming events honoring our founder, Jacques d’Amboise

Additional information on how to RSVP and join us for  
these three special events will be coming soon.

Street Naming in Honor of Jacques d’Amboise
May 5, 2022

5:00 pm sharp
64th Street & Columbus Avenue

New York City

Historic Landmarks Preservation Center,  
Cultural Medallion Ceremony: Jacques d’Amboise

May 16, 2022
3:00 pm

Public Invited to Join Streaming Zoom Ceremony-Details to Follow

A Celebration of the Life of Jacques d’Amboise
June 1, 2022

7:00 pm
New York City Center

131 W 55th Street, New York City
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Denny Beach*
Valerie and Charles Diker
Patricia Dugan-Perlmuth
Gayle Griffith
Rosemary Carey*  

and Ed Hynes
Judy Kinberg

Catherine Kirsch
Carol H. and Robert D. Krinsky
Charlotte Lee*
Robert A. Levinson
Beatrix F. Padway*
Donna Polisar*
Julie Rice*

Sheila Scheingold*
Lois Schneider
William L. Siegfried and  

Thad Mummert
Helen Stambler Neuberger and 

Jim Neuberger
Marcia Thompson*
Judy* and Josh Weston

SILVER STAR SOCIETY 
We extend our deepest thanks to the following individuals whose love and dedication to the chil-

dren of NDI has led them to include National Dance Institute in their will or estate planning.

This list includes those who have given a gift, or informed NDI of their intention to do so,  
as of March 28, 2022. 

*in memoriam
A legacy gift to NDI is a gift that will live on forever. If you would like to explore leaving NDI in your will, 

or giving options that provide tax and financial benefits to you now, or your dependents later, please 
contact Michele O’Mara, Chief Advancement Officer, at (212) 226-0083 or momara@nationaldance.org.

Have you already included NDI in your plans for the future? Please let us know so that we may 
recognize you as a member of our esteemed Silver Star Society.

2022 GALA SUPPORTERS
Our deepest thanks to the following donors for their generous support of NDI’s Annual Gala.

Includes gifts received as of March 28, 2022.

Angels  
($50,000 and above)
Kathy and Joe Mele
Donald Newhouse
Samuel I. Newhouse 

Foundation Inc.
Madaleine Berley and Arnold 

S. Penner

Benefactors 
($20,000 - $49,000)
Berkadia
Stephen Bernstein
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Daphna Cramer
Lauren B. Cramer
Carmen and Raymond 

Debbane
EisnerAmper
Susan and Alan Hammer
Kensington Vanguard National 

Land Services

Cindy Levine
M&T Realty Capitol Corp.
Laure and Maximilien 

Maisonrouge
Ketty and François 

Maisonrouge
Meltzer, Lippe, Goldstein & 

Breitstone, LLP
Meridian Capital Group
Jean Eric Salata
Solomon Organization/Marc 

S. Solomon
Helen Stambler Neuberger and 

Jim Neuberger

Patrons  
($10,000 - $19,999)
ADP
Carolyn and Andrew W. 

Albstein
Jody and John Arnhold

Deborah Colson and Mark 
Diker

Conservice
Sheri and Greg Cutler
Valerie and Charles Diker
Eastdil Secured
Michael Goldberg
Lisa Huestis and David Van 

Zandt
Jones Lang LaSalle
Lynne and Caleb Koeppel
Martin Kravet
Carol and Robert Krinsky/The 

Segal Company
Loews Corporation
Alicia Glen and Daniel Rayner
Donna and Mark Rosen
Christopher Schlank and Amy 

Zhen
Anya and Andrew Shiva/The 

Susan Isabel Foundation

Kerry Sperling Moelis and Ron 
Moelis

The Leslie and Roslyn Goldstein 
Foundation

Yvonne Pollack
Sue and Edgar Wachenheim
Kate Weil and Stuart Bauchner
Heather Weston

Sponsors  
($5,000 - $9,999)
Amy Adler
The Hilaria & Alec Baldwin 

Foundation
Donya and Scott Bommer
CCS Fundraising
Marilyn Davimos
Jennie L. and Richard K. 

DeScherer
Patricia Dugan Perlmuth
Duval & Stachenfeld LLP
Robert Fagenson and Linda 

Berley
Ferguson
Fogarty Finger Architecture
Kay Gayner and Frank Wood
Denyse Ginzberg
Judith Uman and I. Michael 

Goodman
Purvesh Gosalia/Newmark
Paula and Jeffrey Gural
Georgia and David Keidan
Solange Landau
Lee Wasserman/Lew 

Corporation
Richard and Julie Lobel
Eileen and Carlos Rodriguez
Adam Solomon
Zachary Solomon
Eva-Maria Tausig
Heidi and Bob Wolk
Judy and Stanley Zabar

Supporters  
($1,000 - $4,999)
Loretta and Walter Anderson
Marvin Bader
Robert and Betsy Barbanell
Debbie Bernstein
Barbara Block
Susan W. Brearey

Jacqueline Camacho-Robles 
and Ronald Robles

Chris Carrera
Trudy Chan and Thomas 

Discepola
Erica Chong
Gerald L. Cohen
Lisa Colby-Jones and Gerald 

Paul Jones
Mary Collins and Anthony 

Yarborough
CRG Residential
Jean and James Crystal
William Dagistino
Pam and Martin Edel
Patricia and Alex Farman-

Farmaian
Joel Fleisher
Sabrina and Paul Frean
Danek Freeman
Fried Frank
Lisa and James Fuld
Kim Germ-Cramer
Jean Golden
Goldman Sonnenfeldt 

Foundation
Gayle Griffith
Nancy Gropper and Robert P. 

Aaronson
Frances Guillemot
Sari and Kevin Guthrie
Dora Barlaz Hanft
Blair Bennett and Robert 

Herrmann
Liz and David Hinden
George A. Hirsch
Muna and Basem Hishmeh
Carol and Richard Hochman
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Ed Hynes
JacksonLewis Foundation
Cathy and Gary Jacob
Bruce Jaffe/MGE
John Jamgochian
Hilary and Alexander Joel
Rebecca John
April John-Fey
Betty Kenan
Judy Kinberg
Nancy Kleaver

Susan and Robert Klein
Mitchell Kline
Kraut Harris, P.C.
Amy Kurfist
Mary and Richard Lanier
Elizabeth Lindemann and 

Overbrook Family Fund
Philip MacTaggart
Claudette Marcelin
James Margolis
Wendy Levine and Jonathan 

Mechanic
Babette Bloch and Marc 

Mellon
Leslie and Fred Mintz
Molly K. Heines and Thomas J. 

Moloney
Michelle and Pierre Noailles
Suzanne Ostersmith
Nancy and Stephen Paul
Attilio Petrocelli/United 

Capital Corporation
Jane Polin
Sarah Pontius
Valerie Preston
Lois Rakoff
Robin and Bruce Rapoport
Miriam K. Reines
Vicki Reiss
Jack Rennert/Poster Auctions 

International
Kelly A. Reuba
Andrew Rosen
Marie and Marshall Rosen
Evan Rosen
Nancy Rosenfeld
John Rosenwald
Samson Management LLC
Jamee and Michael Schleifer
Anne and Alan Schnitzer
Annie Schulhof
Ruth Schwartz
Sonia and Lawrence Seidman
Neal Shapiro
Charles Simon
Ron Simoncini
Jill Sirulnick
Hal Stein/Newmark Knight 

Frank
Sterling Properties



24           24           23           

Shining Sung
Fern and Lenard Tessler
The Jerome Robbins 

Foundation
Barbara Tober
Penny Wallerstein
Shania and Barry Weiner
Phyllis Weinstein and Robert 

Kellenberger
David Weintraub
Deborah and Ronald Weston
Susanna Witt and Paul Pospisil
Matt Wohlfort
Cynthia Yoon
Patty and Salvatore Zizza
Suzanne Zywicki

Friends  
(up to $999)
Melanie Amaral
Brett Anders
Apartments24-7.com
Alan and Judith Appelbaum
Robin Aronson
Joshua Barer
Malena and David Belafonte
Marilyn Bell and Zachary 

Edelstein
Alissa Blate/Black Dog 

Strategies
Ellen and Marc Blumencranz
Merliee and Roy Bostock
Noreen and Ken Buckfire
Ron Canada
Robyn and Richard Chwatt
Karen and Ray Cohen
Susan Cohen
Sarah Cohn
Margaret Davidson and 

John Stein
Patricia and Edward 

DeFabio
Susan and James Dubin
Betsy Dubofsky
Mandeep Sandhu/EFI 

Global, Inc.
Carol and  Richard Eisner
Rachel and Melvin Epstein
Ellen and Reid Fader
Kerry and Marie Flowers
Bonnie and George Forstel

June Freemanzon
Ferne Goldberg and Allan 

Sperling
Carol and Arthur Goldberg
Russell Grant
Michele Greenberg
Laurent Guerrier
Karen Gutch
Patty Halpern
Helene Hendricks
Micki and Steven Hirsch
Juliet and Gerald Jacobs
Lucy Anter Johnson
Leslie Jones Irish
Jun and Kiyoshi Kanai
Alex Katz
Shari Kaynes
Louise Kerz Hirschfeld
Trish Salvatore and James King
Alice Levine Kirschenbaum and 

Alexander Kirschenbaum
Penny and David Klein
Harold Kristein
Leslie and David Kuschner
Renee Landau
Marlene and Stephen Lazar
Jane and Ernest Linsay
Judith Lipstein

Mark Lipton
Anthony LoPresti
Mike Lugano
Michael Movshovich
Kathleen Heenan and Clary 

Olmstead
Cathy Onufrychuk
Rena Pine and Will Faber
PNC
Joan Pollitt
Ronnie Potter
Marilyn and Hugh Price
Jin Lee and Robair 

Reichenstein
John Reseska
Anthony Reyes
Stephanie Ribakoff
Edward Rod
Sandra Rogol
Nancy Moskowitz Rones and 

Gary Rones
Melissa and Rickey Rosen
Jennifer Rosenbaum
Andrea Rosenfield
Vicki Rother Pliskin
Lisbeth and George Ruderman
Susan Russo
Edward Sacks
Shelia Sasson
Elizabeth Schneider
Sharis Place Palm Beach
Michelle and Tim Shifflett
Max Shulman
Joan Snyder and Maggie 

Cammer
Brian Solomon
Schwartz Family Charitable 

Fund
Michele and David Tarica
Roxana and Robert Tetenbaum
The Ann S. Teichmeier Living 

Trust
The Sherwin Williams 

Company
Roy Tumpowsky
Allen Unger
Lori Weitzner
Barbara Winter
Lily Yarborough
Marsha and Howard Zipser

Angels  
(Over $100,000)
Anonymous
Arison Arts Foundation
Paula and Jeffrey Gural*
Jenny Morgenthau* 
Millstream Fund
Donald Newhouse*
Babe Rizzuto*
Nili and Nathaniel de 

Rothschild
The New York Community Trust
The Shubert Foundation
Verizon
William R. Kenan, Jr. 

Charitable Trust

Benefactors  
($50,000 - $99,999)
Blanchette Hooker Rockefeller 

Fund
Billy Rose Foundation
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Lauren B. Cramer*
The Gerald and Daphna 

Cramer Foundation*
Carmen and Raymond 

Debbane
Valerie and Charles Diker
Elaine Dannheisser Foundation
Heinz Family Foundation*
Robert A. Levinson
Mary Tyler Moore & S Robert 

Levine, MD Charitable 
Foundation

Kathy and Joe Mele*

New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs

Samuel I. Newhouse 
Foundation Inc.

Marc Solomon/Solomon 
Family Foundation/Solomon 
Organization*

Helen Stambler Neuberger 
and Jim Neuberger*

Sue Lonoff de Cuevas*
The Harold and Mimi Steinberg 

Charitable Trust
The JPB Foundation

Patrons  
($25,000 - $49,000)
Con Edison*
EisnerAmper
Annabel Fan and Douglas 

Hsieh
Susan Foote & Stephen 

Feinberg
Susan and Alan Hammer
Henry and Lucy Moses Fund, 

Inc.
Kensington Vanguard National 

Land Services
Carol H. and Robert D. 

Krinsky* 
Ketty and François 

Maisonrouge
Laure and Maximilien 

Maisonrouge
Ann M. Martin*
Meridian Capital Group
Meringoff Family Foundation

Kerry Sperling Moelis and Ron 
Moelis*

New York State Council on the 
Arts

Rene Plessner
Alicia Glen and Daniel Rayner
Savanna Services Holdings LLC
Christopher Schlank and Amy 

Zhen*
Anya and Andrew Shiva/The 

Susan Isabel Foundation
SHS Foundation
Stavros Niarchos Foundation
TD Charitable Foundation
The Barbara Epstein 

Foundation
The Pierre and Tana Matisse 

Foundation
Barbara Tober
US-China Cultural Foundation 

(US-CCF)

Sponsors  
($10,000 - $24,999)
Carolyn and Andrew W. 

Albstein*
Anonymous
Stuart Coleman and Meryl 

Rosofsky
Deborah Colson and Mark 

Diker
Conservice
Jennie L. and Richard K. 

DeScherer
Michael Goldberg
Harlem Community 

Development Corporation

2021-2022 NDI ANNUAL SUPPORTERS
We extend heartfelt thanks to all of our annual supporters who make our work possible.

National Dance Institute is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York State Council on 
the Arts with the support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature, and the 

New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, including Council 
Members Adrienne Adams, Margaret Chin, Ben Kallos, Carlos Menchaca, Keith Powers, Carlina 

Rivera, and Helen Rosenthal.
Special thanks to Valerie and Charles Diker for supporting after school classes for children at the 

NDI Center by creating the “Valerie Diker Come Dance With Us Scholarship.”
Performances by NDI’s Celebration Team are made possible through the generous support of the 

Judy and Josh Weston Family Foundation.
First Team made possible by Maximilien and Laure Maisonrouge.

*Denotes donors who support NDI’s StarChild Program.
Includes gifts received as of March 25, 2022.
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Muna and Basem Hishmeh
Howard Gilman Foundation
Lisa A. Huestis and David E. 

Van Zandt
Mary Hynes and Marc Tessier-

Lavigne
Dede Jawde
Jenjo Foundation
Jerome Robbins Foundation, 

Inc.
Joseph and Sophia Abeles 

Foundation
Lynne and Caleb Koeppel
Martin Kravet
Solange Landau
Leo Shull Charitable Fund for 

the Arts
Cindy Levine
Norman Livingston*
Lorber Charitable Fund
Myra Malkin
Mark Wahlberg Youth 

Foundation
McWood Charitable Fund
Meltzer, Lippe, Goldstein & 

Breitstone, LLP
Michael Tuch Foundation
National Endowment for the 

Arts
Clea Newman and Kurt 

Soderlund/Newman’s Own 
Foundation

Nora Kaye and Herbert Ross 
Foundation

Catherine Oppenheimer
Yvonne Pollack
Raymond James Charitable
Rea Charitable Trust
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary 

Charitable Trust
Donna and Mark Rosen
Andrea and Michael Shindler
SLF Foundation
Eva-Maria Tausig
The Barker Welfare Foundation
The Bern Schwartz Family 

Foundation
The Hyde and Watson 

Foundation
The Leslie and Roslyn Goldstein 

Foundation
The Meltzer Lippe Foundation

The Robert I. Wishnick 
Foundation

The Segal Company
Frances and Paul Turner*
Sue and Edgar Wachenheim
Kate Weil and Stuart 

Bauchner*
Weston Delaney Family 

Foundation
Yadey Yawand-Wossen and 

Adam Richman

Supporters  
($5,000 - $9,999)
Amy Adler
Barbara and Philip Altheim
Alan Arbel
Jody and John Arnhold
Nina Beattie, Cynthia Young, 

Michael & George Eberstadt
Tina and Jeffrey Bolton
Donya and Scott Bommer
Andrew Bregenzer
Ellen and Sam Newhouse
CCS Fundraising
Richard Chapman
Ellen and Richard Chassin
Erica Chong
Columbia Community Service*
Brian Cooper*
Georgina Cullman and Chris 

Berry
Marilyn Davimos
Donnelly Mechanical
Paul Dougherty
Patricia Dugan Perlmuth
Duval & Stachenfeld LLP
Eastdil Secured LLC
Sam Ellis
Enobrac Plumbing, Inc.
Estate of Shelia Scheingold
Robert Fagenson and Linda 

Berley
Lisa M. Farrell
Ferguson
Find Your Light Foundation*
First Republic Bank
Fogarty Finger Architecture
Kay Gayner and Frank Wood
GFP Real Estate
Denyse Ginzberg
Sari and Kevin Guthrie

Hi-Lume Corporation
Ed Hynes
Yasmin and Jermaine Jones
Joseph and Joan Cullman 

Foundation for the Arts, Inc.
Georgia and David Keidan
Rebecca and Sacha Lainovic
William and Megyn Lansing 

Foundation
Lew Corporation
Richard and Julie Lobel
Joyce Lowinson
Jennifer Maanavi
One World Fund
Faith and David Pedowitz
Richard, Ann, John & 

James Solomon Families 
Foundation

Eileen and Carlos Rodriguez
Bebe and Michael Schudroff
Yaniv Schulman*
Seedtime Fund, Inc.
Sidney and Judith Kranes 

Charitable Trust
Zachary Solomon*
Michael Steinberg
The Harkness Foundation for 

Dance
Theresa Alessandra Russo 

Foundation
Rosemary Suh and Shawn 

Watts*
West Harlem Development 

Corporation*
Cynthia Whitehead
Michelle and Claude 

Winfield/The Alphonso B. 
Deal Fund

Heidi and Bob Wolk
Judy and Stanley Zabar

Friends  
($1,000 - $4,999)
Ambient Flooring Inc.
Naomi Antonakos
Arthur Michaels
Aurora Paint Corp
Marvin Bader
Robert and Betsy Barbanell
Phoebe Barnard
Robert Barnett
Katherine and Gary 

Bartholomaus

Roberta Beech
Charles Bendit
Gayle and Stephen Bernstein
Debbie Bernstein
Susan W. Brearey
Heidi Breckheimer
Virginia Brody
LeeAnne and Herb Buwalda
Mrs. Jacqueline Camacho-

Robles and Mr. Ronald 
Robles

Lisa and Stu Cantor
Kristin and Patrick Carmody
Chris Carrera
Pia Catton
Champion Garage 

Management Corp.
Trudy Chan and Thomas 

Discepola
City Parks Foundation
Gerald L. Cohen/Florence 

& Melvin J. Cohen 
Philanthropic Fund

Lisa Colby-Jones and Gerald 
Paul Jones

Bobbi and Barry Coller
Thomas Collins and Matthew 

Goodrich
Mary Collins and Anthony 

Yarborough
Helen and Earl Colson
Margaret Conklin
Corina Higginson Trust
Ria M. Coyne and Roger 

Lehecka
Kara and James Cross
Jean and James Crystal
William Dagistino
Laura Goff Davis
Robert de Rothschild
Beth Rudin DeWoody
Maria Di Dia
Marla and Andrew Diamond
Diana and Joseph DiMenna
Melissa Bank and Todd 

Dimston
Stefanie Roth and David Dishy
Roxanne Donovan
Susan and James Dubin
East Coast Energy Group
Pam and Martin Edel
James Eldridge

Cristina Enriquez-Bocobo
Judy and Tony Evnin
Patricia and Alex Farman-

Farmaian
Pamela A. Farr and Buford 

Alexander
Mimi Apfel and Andrew Feigin
Sabina Fila
Jodie and Ronald Fischer
Joel Fleisher
Margaret and Howard Fluhr
Sabrina and Paul Frean
Danek Freeman
Mary Ann Fribourg
Effie and Robert Fribourg
Alice and Lawrence N. 

Friedland
LouAnn and Robert Frome
Frunzi/Wachtel Fund
Lisa and James Fuld
Laurel Garcia Colvin and Fred 

Garcia
Marilyn and Lance Garcy
Garden Homes Fund
Gladys George and Stuart 

Orsher
Kim Germ-Cramer
Milly and Arnold Glimcher
Jean Golden
Kyle Good
Judith Uman and I. Michael 

Goodman
Paul Grand and Anne 

Morganthau Grand
Gayle Griffith
Kathryn Grody and Mandy 

Patinkin
Nancy Gropper and Robert P. 

Aaronson
Frances Guillemot
Gulton Foundation, Inc./

Marian Malcolm
Ashok Gupta
Dora Barlaz Hanft
Steve Hasday
Jonathan Weiner and Deborah 

Heiligman*
Blair Bennett and Robert 

Herrmann
Mary Hilliard
Liz and David Hinden
George A. Hirsch

Carol and Richard Hochman
Judith M. Hoffman
Tamara Hoover and Jeremy 

Dobrick
Judith Insell
JacksonLewis Foundation
Cathy and Gary Jacob
Bruce Jaffe
Galina Jaksic
John Jamgochian
Ali Jernow
Hilary and Alexander Joel
Rebecca John
April John-Fey
Julie Rice DREAM Scholarship 

Fund
Kang Family Fund
Ruth and Steven Katz
James Kaufman
Kids Excel El Paso
Judy Kinberg
Nancy Kleaver
Susan and Robert Klein
Mitchell Kline
Shahnaz Batmanghelidj and 

Radford Klotz
Bonnie Klugman and Bob 

Romano
Robert Knolle
Kraut Harris, P.C.
Barbara Kravitz
Laura and Lewis Kruger
Amy Kurfist
Richard Lambert
Mary and Richard Lanier
Susan Laufer
Betsy and Stewart Lawrence
Josh Leavitt
Michael Lemle
Raymond and Maryann Leung
Betty Hinchman and Todd 

Liebler
Elizabeth Lindemann and 

Overbrook Family Fund
Mr. MacTaggart
Sanny Makki
Claudette Marcelin
Nadja Marcoz
James Margolis
Kenneth Marion
Caroline Markfield
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May and Samuel Rudin Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Trish McEvoy
Michele and Joel Meisner
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
Leslie and Fred Mintz
Len and Jenie Moscatelli
Abby and Jonathan Moses
Moses L. Parshelsky 

Foundation
Rosemary Moukad Charitable 

Fund
Denise Mullen
Marie Michelle de Savigny 

and William Nesbitt
Manhattan Borough President 

Gale Brewer/New York City 
Department of Education

Michelle and Pierre Noailles
Nancy and Morris Offit
Richard L. Orridge
Suzanne Ostersmith
Nancy and Stephen Paul
Pershing, LLC
Caroline Adair and David 

Pinchin
Sarah Pontius
Poster Auctions International
Valerie Preston
Princeton Area Community 

Foundation, Inc.
The Rabinowitz Family Fund
Lois Rakoff
Rally Restoration Corp.
Robin and Bruce Rapoport
Sarah Reines and Richard 

Bornstein
Miriam K. Reines
Vicki Reiss
Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation Inc.
Claire Riccardi and James Ford
Marie and Marshall Rosen
Evan Rosen
Andrew Rosen
Nancy Rosenfeld
Paul and James Ryneski
Dorothy Salant/G.A.G. 

Charitable Corporation
Samson Management LLC
John Sapanaro
Sheila Sarma

The Rosita and Philippe 
Weissberg Charitable Fund

Jamee and Michael Schleifer
Judith Schlosser
Lois Schneider
Anne and Alan Schnitzer
Annie Schulhof
Susan Dwyer and Carl 

Schwartz
Manita Scocimara
Thea and Philip Scotti
William Seidita
Neal Shapiro
Robert Sherman
Charles Simon
Ron Simoncini
Linda Singer and Louis Klein, 

Jr.*
Flo and Warren Sinsheimer
Jill Sirulnick
Carole Sobin
Ann and Richard Solomon
Gillian Sorensen
Ferne Goldberg Sperling and 

Allan Sperling
Sterling Properties
Rachel and Alexander Stern
Stewart Title
Tracy Straus and JK Kipnis
Studio in a School
Shining Sung
Susan and Jeffrey Sussman
Ronald J. Tabak
Katherine Teck
Fern and Lenard Tessler
The Foundation, To-Life, Inc.
The J.P. Morgan Donor Advised 

Fund
The Joseph C. and Esther Foster 

Foundation, Inc.
The Leeds Family Foundation
The Tony Randall Theatrical 

Fund, Inc.
Third Street Foundation
Tipp Floor Covering Inc.
Joe and Grace Tirado
Julia C. Tobey and Kenneth 

Johnson
Lisa Travis
Triple Threat Productions, Inc
United Capital Corporation

Thomas Vitale
Penny Wallerstein
Walter & Samuels Inc.
Joanne and Arthur Weinbach
Shania and Barry Weiner
David Weintraub
Rebecca Wessler
Josh Weston
Barbara and Eric Weston
Judy Weston Giving Fund
Heather Weston
Deborah and Ronald Weston
Kathe and Edwin Williamson
Wilmington Trust Company
Wirth-Myers Family Fund
Susanna Witt and Paul Pospisil
Cynthia Yoon
Jiun and Phua Young
Amanda Yuan
Alex and Ron Nicholson
Kathleen McLeod and Michael 

Zacharias
Patty and Salvatore Zizza

Our heartfelt thanks 
to the following 
organizations contributing 
through matching gift 
and employee giving 
programs:

Matching gifts
Alliance Bernstein/The 

Matching Gift Center
America’s Charities
Con Edison
Charity Meets its Match/

Regeneron Matching Gift 
Program

Johnson & Johnson Matching 
Gifts

UBS Matching Gift Program

National Dance Institute 
also wishes to thank its 
many supporters making 
gifts up to $999.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN SUPPORTERS
Our deepest thanks to the following donors who helped make NDI’s home – the National Dance 

Institute Center for Learning & the Arts – a reality.

Angels’ Circle  
($5,000,000 and above)
The Foundation to Promote 

Open Society

Leaders’ Circle  
($1,000,000 and above)
Madaleine Berley and  

Arnold S. Penner
Howard Gilman Foundation
Goldman Sachs Urban 

Investment Group
L+M Development Partners
McCormack Baron Salazar
Judy and Josh Weston

Founders’ Circle  
($500,000 - $999,999)
Valerie and Charles Diker
The Kresge Foundation

Directors’ Circle 
($100,000 - $499,999)
Anonymous
The City of New York through 

the Department of Cultural 
Affairs, in partnership with 
the New York City Council 
and Manhattan Borough 
President

Meryl Rosofsky and  
Stuart H. Coleman

Daphna and Gerald Cramer
Lauren B. Cramer
Nili and Nathaniel de Rothschild
Susan and John Fullerton
Paula and Jeffrey Gural
The Heckscher Foundation  

for Children
Kathy and Joe Mele
Kerry and Ron Moelis
Helen Stambler Neuberger and 

Jim Neuberger
Susan and Donald Newhouse
The Pinkerton Foundation

Choreographers’ Circle 
($50,000 - $99,999)
Jennie L. and Richard K. 

DeScherer
Ketty and François Maisonrouge

Dancers’ Circle  
($25,000 - $49,999)
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Jacques d’Amboise
Edith and Jonathan Fassberg
Julie and Jon Landau
Anya Herz Shiva and  

Dr. Andrew Shiva
The Winston Foundation, Inc.

Musicians’ Circle  
($10,000 - $24,999)
Glenn Close and David Shaw
Deborah Colson and  

Mark Diker
Barbaralee Diamonstein-

Spielvogel and  
Carl L. Spielvogel

Carol H. and Robert D. Krinsky
Mary Tyler Moore and  

Dr. S. Robert Levine
Jenny Morgenthau
Jamee and Michael Schleifer
Beth Kobliner Shaw and  

David E. Shaw
Marc S. Solomon
Barbara and Donald Tober

Artists’ Circle  
($5,000 - $9,999)
Muna and Basem Hishmeh
Louise Klebanoff
Yvonne and Leslie Pollack 
Nancy Rosenfeld
Ruth Schwartz, Liz Hinden 

and the Jane Schwartz 
Foundation

Linda Singer and Louis Klein, Jr.
Tracy J. Straus

The Weininger Foundation
Ellen Weinstein and Eric John

Patrons’ Circle  
($1,000 - $4,999)
Arlene C. Cooper
Cherilyn and Dufftin Garcia
The Harkness Foundation for 

Dance
Alexandra and Jay Langner
Eleanor W. Shakin
Shining Sung
Eva-Maria and Hans Tausig

Friends’ Circle 
(up to $999)
Peter Bartholomaus
Susan Bokan
Anita and Bohdan Bushell
Rosemary Carey and Ed Hynes
Trudy Chan
Barbara Cohen
Kelly and Christopher d’Amboise
Barbara and Robert Freedman
Karen Gutch
Louise Kerz Hirschfeld and 

Lewis B. Cullman
Margot L. Levinson and  

John Gantz
Jacynth Paterson Orridge
Lois and Richard Pace
Michael Pitsikoulis
Miriam K. Reines
Anne Saidman
Robert A. Schulman
Seran Trehan
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I, Roslyn Goldstein,

Wish to Honor

My Most Honorable Friends...

MADALEINE BERLEY

AND

ARNOLD PENNER
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IN 
HONOR 

OF

MARC SOLOMON

AND

MARK ROSEN

MICHAEL GOLDBERG
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WE CONGRATULATE  
OUR DEAR FRIEND 

HELEN 
STAMBLER 
NEUBERGER 

IN RECOGNITION OF HER 
UNWAVERING DEDICATION  
TO NDI

Judy and Stanley Zabar

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021-2022

Photos clockwise from top left: NDI dancers return to the National
Dance Institute Center for Learning & the Arts.

NDI Celebration team dancers perform in The TSQ Times Square
Project, July 24, 2021. Photo credit: Robin Michaels

NDI dancers participating in NBC’s Annie Live! on December 2, 2021.
NDI Teaching Artists and Musicians return to NYC public schools for

in-person learning in September 2021.
NDI dancers rehearsing for West Side Story, released in theaters

December 10, 2021.
NDI Dancemobile, Jumping for Joy! with Double Dutch Dreamz in

Harlem, September 9, 2021.
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HEIDI AND BOB WOLK are pleased to support 

National Dance Institute and 
the dedication of Marc Solomon
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Marc Solomon and The Solomon Organization
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In honor of 
MARC SOLOMON

Joel Fleisher
NOI Enhancements

IN HONOR OF OUR FATHER 

AND GRANDFATHER. 

MARC SOLOMON

We’re so very proud of you! 

Sending all our love! 

ZACH, BETH, SCARLETT, BRODY, SYLVIE, 
ADAM, ADAM, JORDAN, AND WILLOW

i
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In loving memory of my extraordinary husband

Bill Perlmuth
Former Chairman of Hospital for Joint Diseases/NYU Langone

Chairman of the Harkness Foundation for Dance
Founder of the Harkness Foundation for Dance Injuries

Trustee of the Brooklyn Academy of Music
Trustee of City Center

A beacon and champion of the performing arts and health care for dancers
An avid supporter of Jacques, his fantastic, dedicated teachers and NDI's kids

Bill's spirit will live on always and in all ways

He is greatly loved and missed by those who were 
lucky to have known him – especially me 
Patty Dugan Perlmuth

 

p
Donna and Mark Rosen

are proud 

to support 

NDI
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2
___________

In honor of 
Marc Solomon 

and 

Arnold Penner 

for your dedication and 

leadership of

NDI
 

A N D R E W  A N D  R A C H E L  R O S E N
___________
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NDI: Our Beautiful Mosaic
deepest love and respect for jacques
as we carry his dreams and achievements forward
he is in our hearts.  always…

thunderous applause for ellen weinstein
our passionate, brilliant, empathetic, inspirational,  
radiant heart of ndi

congratulations to our honorees
brian stokes mitchell and ADP
  
a standing ovation
magnificent ndi teaching artists, musicians, staff 
school partners, patrons and extraordinary children
for sharing your creativity, commitment and dedication

thank you 
kay gayner and juan josé escalante
for leading our ndi community

hats off
to marc solomon and our wise, generous board

you all embrace and empower our  
children, inspire us to limitless possibilities, 
fill us with joy, curiosity and humanity

__________________

 
with our love and endless gratitude 
helen stambler neuberger and  jim neuberger

In loving memory of 
Jacynth Paterson Orridge, Director Emerita, NDI

Atkin Preston, Supporter NDI And Jackie’s Son in Law
Jacques d’Amboise, Founder And President NDI 

Their Love for NDI is Eternal
With Admiration... Richard Lyndon Orridge

Valerie Orridge Preston
Jeffrey Lyndon Orridge, Esq.
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In Honor of:

Marc Solomon
We proudly support

The National 
Dance Institute

      

 

18-35 Queens Boulevard, 
Suite 1710

       Forest Hills, New York 11375
       T. 718.830.0131    F. 718.897.4387

I  n  v  e  s  t  i  n  g  ,    M  a  n  a  g  i  n  g    a  n  d    D  e  v  e  l  o  p  i  n  g    R  e  a  l    E  s  t  a  t e

Marc S. Solomon

Salutes the NDI Board of Directors,
Administrative and Artistic Staff,

for their tireless efforts to  
propel forward NDI’s mission

of inspiring excellence  
through the arts.
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Dear Ellen,

Your love of each one of us, as you taught and 
guided so many, has had a profound impact 
on each of our lives. We can’t ever thank you 
enough for your deep commitment, care, and 
for the gift of dance that you’ve given us. 

We love you Ellen!
YOUR ALUMNI

James Morris, Sr. Vice President, Group Manager

Commercial Real Estate Division 

732-476-6161
jamorris@mtb.com

⁻⁻Equal⁻ousing⁻ender⁻©⁻T⁻Bank⁻ember⁻DC⁻⁻mtbcom

M&T Bank is proud to 
support The National 
Dance Institute.
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salutes
this year’s honorees

ELLEN WEINSTEIN
BRIAN STOKES MITCHELL

and
ADP

CONGRATULATIONS

 to our stellar NDI Gala 
honorees

Ellen Weinstein
Brian Stokes Mitchell

and
ADP 

THANK YOU

to our inspirational and brilliant
teachers, musicians,  
and staff members 

WITH DEEP AFFECTION & 
GRATITUDE

FOR ALL YOU MAKE POSSIBLE 
FOR OUR CHILDREN

_______

The NDI Board of Directors
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ROSEMARY LOVED NDI

 

ED HYNES AND THE NDI FAMILY  
LOVE HER BACK!

proudly supports

N A T I O N A L  D A N C E  I N S T I T U T E

for making a difference in thousands  
of children’s lives every day.

Congratulations to this year’s honorees

Ellen Weinstein

Brian Stokes Mitchell

ADP

e

Meltzer, Lippe, Goldstein & Breitstone, LLP
www.meltzerlippe.com | 516.747.0300

Long Island | NYC | Boca Raton | Miami



55           56           

��mm~���©²½���"~½©~�"~���,©���7�B��M~��Wb���mm~���©²½�nm��©"7²�v�©�"w�~x�yynx�z�BW�©�v{|nx�
}���������������������}����}��������}���}���}�������������}����������}�������������mm~�
�}�������}��������������������� ¡�¢��¢���£¤�

¥¦§̈ª«�¬ª®̄

°±�³́µ¶±µ·�̧¹�±º³³¹»̧

¼¾¿ÀÁ¦¾Â�Ã¾¦Äª�Å¦¿À¿®¿ª

ÆÇ�������		
������Æ�
������������������������ �!���#����$%���
&'(�&)*+-)./)�(01023*
456�&0*8�9:31;3
<3=�>)*8?�<>�@66@A
C/*3D+E�F4@4G�H@IJ6K@I
91L*3=NO3PP;QR=3..P-0*2)0L:/P)*PND)S

����TUV�XYZ[�Z\]̂_̀a����TU�cd\e�f̂ d_d\g̀ �̀���hij�kl]̀�odp̂̀

Z\q̀]gr \̀g�d\a�Z\]̂_d\s̀�t_lâsg]u

4
We congratulate new Board Chair, 

MARC SOLOMON 

as well as 

EVERYONE AT NDI 

on the wonderful work you do  
to bring the arts to  

the children of New York City. 

FERN AND LENARD TESSLER
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“They may not remember what you said. They may 
not remember what you did. But they will never for-

get how you made them feel.” – Maya Angelou

Ellen, the memories you have created are footprints on the 
hearts and souls of thousands of NDI children, families and 
audiences. You have made us all feel pure joy.  We will take 

this with us, always.

With love and admiration

Yadey Yawand-Wossen & Adam Richman
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Norvin Healthcare Properties congratulates  
tonight’s honorees

Ellen Weinstein, Brian Stokes Mitchell  
and ADP.

And to our dear friends Mimi and Arnold...

You are stars!
Vin Carrega & Norman Livingston
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5
Montefiore

Orthopaedic Specialties

Is Pleased to Support 
Your Continued Achievements

Introducing the Art of Dance to Young 
Students in the  

NY Public Schools System

In Honor of Our Friends

MADALEINE AND ARNOLD PENNER

David M. Hirsh MD       Neil J. Cobelli MD
27           26           

CongratulationsCongratulations
TO

OUR FRIEND

MARC SOLOMON

“Keep The Music Playing”

LINDA BERLEY & ROBERT FAGENSON



 

Congratulations 

 
to 

MARC SOLOMON
NDI Board Chair

 
Your dedicated commitment and  
support of NDI are lighting up  

children’s lives with the arts.

4

 

Congratulations 




